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We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 
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Walk through the New Year Hand-in-Hand with God on these 


Pathways to Peace 


Use the same path the saints took to simplify their 
highway to heaven. Why struggle along on the same hard 
by-ways of bitterness and lack of confidence? Learn the 
J way of faith, hope and charity, the sure and happy way of 
trust and reliance on the loving Providence of God. Bring 
peace of heart and soul into your life, face it with serenity 
and confidence, because God loves you.. Many have found 
treasures of grace and wisdom in this booklet. Order it 
now from: — 


be Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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The form of bequest in remembering our work of Perpetual 
Adoration in your will is as follows: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Missouri (here state amount 
of money or give description of property). 


God has been good to you! Give something back to God. 








Ghe Hlome of Homes 


Nazareth, the Home of homes, is to Catholics a synonym for the 


Holy Family. How full of sweetness is this word, which warms the 
heart and fills the mind with endearing images of that blessed Family 
which has become the model of all families in all conditions of life. 
Though simple, humble and secluded, as was the home of the Holy 
Family, its members, both individually and collectively, present to the 
world, and in particular to Christian families, the ideal home life, made 
perfect by the mutual devotedness of the members to each other, and their 
devotedness to the will of God. 
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«i Sanctuary of the ene 


O MANY it seems strange that our Divine Lord, who came on 
earth to redeem and raise up human nature and to teach the 
meaning of life, should pass almost the whole of His own life 
in the obscurity of Nazareth. During thirty years He led just 

a simple family life with Mary and Joseph. Deliberately, Christ chose 
to spend the flower of His days in this manner, with absolutely nothing 
extraordinary about it to distinguish it from the common life of man- 
kind. Surely, Our Lord wished to teach an important lesson by spend- 
ing so many years in the midst of His family. He wished to teach us 
how to live, and He went, with Divine wisdom, to the source of human 
life — the family. 

We can know a man best, it has been said, by observing how he 
acts in his home towards the rest of the family, his everyday com- 
panions. If we could have had the opportunity of spending a day in 
the home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, what an atmosphere of peace, 
gentle kindness and mutual devotion we should have found in their 
humble household! Deep love united those three hearts as one, made 
sweet their daily toil, and lightened their poverty and trials. Mary’s 
Mother-heart absorbed every act of Jesus, as her eyes never tired of 
gazing on Him. Joseph, in exercising the authority and rights of a 
father, had also the heart of a father toward Jesus. Posssessing a hus- 
band’s rights with regard to Mary, he shared with her in the love of 
her Son, while the Heart of Jesus felt for these two chosen creatures 
what It can feel for no other —a filial devotion. 

How beautiful a model for all Christian homes is the home of 
Nazareth! Where such love holds sway, peace and happiness always 
reign. In our own homes, likewise, the little things of daily life — 
kind words, thoughtful consideration for others, charity unfeigned — 
must all be there if these homes are to be brightened with the light of 
Nazareth! Homes where Jesus, Mary and Joseph dwell, making light 
by their sacred presence the tedious duties of daily life, may truly be 
called havens of peace and love. Homes where the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus has been chosen and enthroned as King are such havens, for 
the Enthronement is a marvelous means of sanctifying the home. 


Sanctification of the Home through the Enthronement 


The Sacred Heart of Jesus wants to associate Himself with the 
intimate life of the family. He wants to take part in its joys and sor- 
rows, in its labors and festive celebrations, in order to hallow them. 
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There will be many opportunities to invite Him, and His Sacred Pres- 
ence will always be one that imparts strength and pours out consola- 
tion and comfort, especially when days of mourning or affliction cast 
their darkening shadows upon a heretofore happy family. 

Through the Enthronement the home becomes a sanctuary of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus as it is the sanctuary of the family. And when it 
becomes a sanctuary of the Sacred Heart, it also becomes a hallowed 
place of prayer. “My house shall be called the house of prayer.” The 
presence of the Sacred Heart, ever recalled by the picture which domi- 
nates the living room, will naturally remind the members of the family 
of many important teachings regarding prayer. It will teach them 
when and how to pray. “You ought to pray always,” — and especially 
in time of temptation and affliction. “Ask, and you shall receive.” 
“Amen, I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on earth about 
anything at all for which they ask, it shall be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together for 
My sake, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:19). Certainly 
this promise applies particularly to prayer made by the family gathered 
together. Hence, it can never be insisted on too much that the family 
either preserve or adopt the practice of saying evening prayers, and 
reciting the Rosary together before the picture of the Sacred Heart on 
the home altar. The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart presents a 
golden opportunity either to confirm or to introduce, as the case may 
be, this religious tradition, which in many homes has become obsolete 
and has not yet been restored in spite of urgings to this effect from 
many sides. 

The home consecrated to the Sacred Heart is a sanctuary for the 
further reason that it surrounds both persons and things with an at- 
mosphere of respect. Are not the members at all times in the presence 
of God? Are they not penetrated with this conviction, through the 
presence of the image of the Sacred Heart which they tenderly vene- 
rate? Gazing at the Sacred Heart, pierced for love of souls, the mem- 
bers of the family will learn from It the science of love and sacrifice, 
of mutual forbearance and generosity. 


Sanctification of Father and Mother of the Family 


Love and suffering sum up life for us here below. Are they not 
found in every life, and in every family? But once the Sacred Heart 
has been enthroned in the home, the science of suffering will be en- 
hanced by the science of love. Love lays the foundation of the family 
in the happiness of the wedding day and in the accession, in due time, 
of additional members. Forthwith come also unavoidable sacrifices, 
themselves the cause of many a suffering. Matrimony is a partnership 
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entered into between two persons. Speaking of the conjugal bond, ac- 
cording to the Latin terminology, “conjugium” means a yoke carried 
in union by two human beings. This yoke or burden, even when shoul- 
dered together, is a heavy one, but it will become lighter and more 
bearable in proportion as husband and wife allow the Sacred Heart to 
help them, for He has said, “My yoke is sweet and My burden light.” 
Matrimony is ruled by certain laws, binding and holy, which are 
well symbolized by the nuptial ring, the emblem of conjugal fidelity. 
It is a state in which heavy responsibilities weigh upon both father 
and mother, in the birth, care and education of the children. But 
through all the trying circumstances of life, a Divine assistance is al- 
ways at hand when the home life is permeated with the spirit of the 
Enthronement. The Sacred Heart will keep before the eyes of the 
father and mother His own Sacred Body bruised during His sorrowful 
Passion, and He will ever be their guiding Providence, imparting a 
share in the love and pleasure which He Himself entertained for the 
little children who flocked to His embrace during His mortal life. 


Sanctification of the Children 


In the education of the children, the father and mother can find 
no better means than to profit by each and every circumstance, the 
trifling incidents as well as the portentous events of daily life, in order 
to raise their minds to spiritual values. The image of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus is truly a superior means of inculcating upon the children 
the sense of fidelity to duties and of developing in them the most deli- 
cate sentiments. How practical it is to teach children to live under 
the glance of the Sacred Heart! How easily they learn thus to make 
the Child Jesus in the home of Mary and Joseph at Nazareth their 
model, and strive, after His example, to increase daily in wisdom and 
virtue. Children thus reared will undoubtedly make it a point, after 
the example of the Boy Jesus, never to sadden the hearts of their 
parents. 

Dear parents, and all who occupy a place of influence with chil- 
dren, direct your efforts to imparting to them the knowledge of Jesus, 
and do it in a truly concrete, practical way. Bring the child to the 
school of the Sacred Heart and do you yourselves join that school. Do 
not speak of God as though He were some vague, far-away Being, but 
speak plainly and unceasingly of Jesus, of His Sacred Heart, of His 
love. Do it with deep faith and penetrating love, and encourage the 
children to speak to you of the Infant Jesus, of the Crucified Savior, of 
the King of Love. Point to the Tabernacle and make the children real- 
ize that there heaven begins, because it is there that Jesus, the Son of 
the Living God, the Son of the Immaculate Mother, lives truly and really. 
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Further, Jesus asks the parents to rejoice His Heart by bringing 
the little ones in their tender years to His Holy Table, for their souls 
are then pure, limpid and most capable of receiving the infusions of 
His grace. They are yet full of innocence and humility, and it is His 
delight to enter them. This Divine Master has pointed out, too, the 
care that parents should take in the children’s training by drawing 
attention to the delicacy and purity of their Guardian Angels. He has 
opened up the enchanting vista of “vocation” by telling the sad story 
of the young man who, although invited to follow a lofty calling, de- 
clined to surrender himself to the Divine voice. 

Where the Sacred Heart is enthroned as King and Master of the 
family, the home will become a sanctuary where God dwells in honor, 
where His will is law, where His commandments are reverenced and 
obeyed. It will be a school, the school of example, where children will 
learn their earliest and most abiding lessons from the edifying example 
of a God-fearing father and mother; lessons of prayer, of Sunday Mass, 
of the frequent reception of the Sacraments, of industry, temperance, 
modesty, charity towards the poor. It will also be a social center where 
every member of the family finds recreation and enjoyment. 

Families who have consecrated their homes to: the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus will not only prove the promise of Our Lord, “I will bless 
every home where an image of My Heart is exposed and venerated,” 
but will be like candles set in a candlestick, shedding the light of good 
example on all around them by their holy Christian lives and by show- 
ing everyone what peace and joy may reign in a home in which the 
teaching of the Gospel is not only fully accepted, but truly lived up to 
and the commandments of God and Holy Church duly observed. 


NOTE: For a complete explanation of the Enthronement — what it 

signifies, how it is performed, what blessings it draws upon 
the home, etce.,—— read our booklet: “Enthronement and Night Adora- 
tion in the Home.” 10¢ a copy. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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In war-torn Europe countless families still suffer disease, 
hunger and lack of clothing. They depend almost entirely on 
+ the charity of their fellow beings. Your Lenten denials will + 
4+ have a twofold merit if you contribute the money saved from 4. 
curtailment of amusements, etc., to the relief of the needy. 


Contributions may be sent for this purpose to: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


Continued 


6. The Love of Friendship 
A Source of Great Joy. 


The fourth kind of love which you are called on to practice to- 
wards Jesus Christ is known as the Love of Friendship. 

There are many sources of joy and happiness in life, but among 
all of them, there is none like a true and sincere friendship. To have 
a friend who is such in deed and in truth, always faithful, loyal, dis- 
interested, and ready to sacrifice himself and his personal interests for 
your sake, is to possess a treasure beyond compare. True friendship 
doubles the joys of life, while it reduces grief and sorrow by more than 
half. Hence it is said in Sacred Scripture that there is no treasure 
above that of having found a true friend. 

There is one disadvantage, however, in human friendships, no 
matter how firmly established they may be: something may happen 
that will put an end to them. A misunderstanding, a disagreement, or 
the malice of jealous rivals may disrupt a long-standing friendship and 
even turn it into bitter enmity. The threat of a possible termination 
is always hanging over friendships between human beings. 

But there is one friendship which is not only very noble and most 
consoling, but also entirely free from the defects inherent in those which 
are merely human. And this is the friendship which exists, or is meant 
to exist, between Jesus Christ and yourself. Of this we shall speak in 
this chapter. 


The Reality of Christ’s Friendship. 


The most important thing for you in this matter is to acquire a 
full conviction and realization of the great truth that Jesus Christ really 
is your Friend, and that He ardently desires that you foster towards 
Him the most perfect kind of reciprocal friendship and love. You must 
begin by fully convincing yourself of this fact; for unless you are thus 
convinced, you will never be able to taste and relish the delights of His 
friendship for you, which are so great that they are second only to the 
delights which the blessed in heaven derive from the Beatific Vision. 
Unless you have this conviction that He loves you with the love of 
sincerest friendship, you will never be able to dedicate yourself un- 
reservedly and wholeheartedly to His service and return love for love; 
for you will always be hampered by an unreasonable fear and distrust 
of Him, and a suspicion that something is wanting in His love for you. 
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The full realization, then, that Jesus is the best and truest and most 
loyal friend you can have is essential for practicing a perfect love of 
friendship for Him. 

For this purpose it is necessary that you meditate often on the 
various passages in the Gospel in which Christ declares Himself your 
Friend, and tells you to what extent He loves you by reason of His 
friendship for you. In addition to this, you must also meditate on the 
friendships which He cultivated towards certain privileged persons 
during His earthly life, from which you can learn that it is really His 
delight to be with the children of men. 


Christ Declares His Friendship. 


Have you ever taken pains to read slowly and thoughtfully the 
thirteenth to the seventeenth chapters of the Gospel of St. John, which 
contain the most touching discourse addressed by Christ to His 
disciples at the Last Supper, and the prayer which He directed to His 
Heavenly Father before going to the Mount of Olives to begin His bitter 
Passion for the world’s redemption? If you have not done so, you 
have missed a very important subject of spiritual information. In that 
case, do not delay reading these five chapters very thoughtfully and 
prayerfully, with the firm determination to practice the things which 
your Divine Savior recommends to you in what may be called His 
last will and testament. 

Reminding you that whatever He said to His disciples on this 
occasion applies not only to them but to all who are His followers, 
let us here point out the passages in which He stresses the fact that He 
has loved you with an everlasting love, and that He loves you in a 
special manner with the love of friendship. Thus He says: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another as J have loved 
you” (John, 13:34). 

A little meditation on the tender love which He manifested for 
His disciples during the three years they had spent in His company will 
convince you that their happiness must have been a sweet foretaste of 
the joys of heaven. He loved them not only as God, with an infinite, 
Divine love; but also as Man, with an absolutely perfect human love. 
How their hearts must have burned with love for Him, especially after 
the coming of the Holy Ghost on Pentecost, when they were fully en- 
lightened in the things that pertained to His life and their relations to 
Him! But now you must keep in mind that this immense love of Jesus 
was by no means limited and restricted to His disciples and friends 
while He lived on earth; it embraces all men as a whole, and each and 
every one individually, down to the end of time. No.man can escape it. 
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Numbers cannot diminish it for individuals. You were thérefore in 
His mind that evening as though you were standing before Him; and 
what He said to the little company around’ Him, He also said to you. 
You were just as present to Him then as you are now. With God 
there are not the accidents of distance and time as with us. With Him 
there is an everlasting present. 


“He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth Me. And he that loveth Me, shall be loved of My Father; and 
I will love him and manifest Myself to him. If any one love Me, he 
will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come 
to him, and make Our abode with him” (John, 14:21-23). Here you 
are told the conditions you must fulfil to merit the love of God for you, 
namely, the keeping of His commandments. If you keep them, you 
are assured not only of the love of Jesus Christ, the God-Man, but 
also of the Father — “he shall be loved of. My Father” — and of the 
Holy Spirit, implied in the words, “I will manifest Myself to him.” In 
other words, if you are in the state of sanctifying grace, you are a 
spiritual temple in which the Blessed Trinity has taken up Its abode. 
Short of the possession of God in héaven, there can be no greater favor 
conferred on you in this life than the indwelling of the Three Divine 
Persons of the Adorable Trinity. If, then, you prove your love of God 
by the faithful keeping of His commandments, you are assured of His 
special love for you. 

But it is especially in the fifteenth chapter of St. John’s Gospel that 
Christ stresses His love of friendship for those who love Him. “As the 
Father hath loved Me, I also have loved you. Abide in My love. If 
you keep My commandments you shall abide in My love, as I also have 
kept My Father’s commandments and do abide in His love” (15:9). 
“Greater love than this no man hath, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. You are My friends, if you do the things that I command 
you” (15:13). Then follows: His direct and positive declaration that 
He loves them with the love of friendship: “I will not now call you 
servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doth. But I have 
called you friends, because whatsoever things I have heard of My 
Father, I have made known to you” (15:15). 


After all these protestations of our Divine Savior that He loves 
you with nothing less than the purest and sincerest love of friendship, 
can there be any doubt left in your mind as to its reality? Can you 
still harbor even the faintest trace of distrust in Him when He assures 
you that as the Father loves Him, so also He loves you? Properly 
understood and realized, these few words should fill-your soul with a 
flood of heavenly delight, and make all earthly pleasures taste not only 
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insipid, but positively bitter and disgusting. Souls that are truly en- 
lightened in heavenly things fully appreciate this, and that is the reason 
why they look with utmost contempt on the world and its vain and 
often sinful pleasures, for which the foolish children of the world are 
willing to sell their very souls. 

If you live on terms of friendship with Jesus Christ, you will also 
be especially beloved of the Father and the Holy Spirit. “In that day 
you shall ask in My Name; and I say not that I will ask the Father for 
you; for the Father Himself loveth you, because you have loved Me, 
and have believed that I came out from God” (16:26). How wonder- 
ful the dignity and glory of those who are thus intimately united with 
Christ by sanctifying grace! Compared with this, all earthly advan- 
tages are but worthless tinsel. (Rev. F. J. R.) To be continued 


eG. The Influence of the Press 
lif 








q ADIO, film and press are mighty powers. The radio 
1 sends its message around the globe; the film im- 
‘| presses the multitude with its vivid pictures; the 
press unites both picture and word on paper. But 
when the radio dies away, and the film has vanished, 
the power of the press still remains. Its thousand- 
fold multiplied word and picture on paper makes a 
permanent impression upon the reader which either advances and pro- 
tects, or degrades and ruins, for the individual’s principles, ideals and 
opinions are in great part formed on the basis of what he reads. This 
is the reason why the press is so powerful an institution. 

The influence of the good press strengthens its readers morally, 
spiritually and intellectually. Morally, it permeates the mind with 
Christian ideals. J/ntellectually, it develops the mind as does all read- 
ing, but does it according to Catholic doctrine and principles. Spirit- 
ually, it brings the soul closer to God. 

These three objectives are exactly opposite to those which lewd and 
licentious reading matter, now displayed on every book and magazine 
stand throughout the country, cultivates within the person. They are 
in the same degree opposed to the press that exists to abuse, slander, 
deceive, and corrupt. The latter demoralizes by its immoral prin- 
ciples, despiritualizes by its presentation of man as‘a mere animal with 
unrestricted animal instincts, and weakens the intellect. 

Unfortunately, for a hundred years or more, an unscrupulous press 
has been spreading evil in a constantly growing measure, and with 
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tragic effects. Its apparent “success” has inflicted grave harm on the 
social and moral well-being of mankind. It has caused incalculable 
losses of faith and ruined countless souls eternally. 


The influence of the press, whether for good or for evil, has been 
increased a thousandfold with the improved postal service throughout 
the world, which the development of the aeroplane has made possible. 
Printed matter now finds its way by air mail even to the smallest island. 
Hence, the press plays a tremendous and ever-increasing part in the 
history of mankind by advancing and spreading the good, or by spread- 
ing evil all over the world. 

Considering these facts, every convinced Catholic — indeed, every 
thinking person — must feel himself urged to collaborate with the 
good press as a most important and influential power of the present 
and of the future, while at the same time he is urged to combat every- 
where the influence of the evil press. Every Catholic, Christian and 
man of good will ought to be anxious to do his best to foster the good 
press in every possible way and by every available means. In doing 
so, he safeguards best his own interests, spiritual and material, as well 
as the general order, true security and lasting peace. 

Catholic literature is for one and all the most valuable source of 
reading and information. By reading Catholic publications one keeps 
informed on Christian doctrine and gains a Catholic outlook on the 
many issues of daily life which concern faith and morals. For many 
who have had little formal instruction, the Catholic press can and does 
play the most important role of teacher. 

Since so much is to be gained from the good press and so much 
to be lost through the evil press, how sad it is to see Catholics in great 
numbers, along with their fellow-Americans of other creeds, bury them- 
selves in questionable and trashy reading, which overshadows their 
thoughts and emotions, creates unhealthy moral sentiments and un- 
christian attitudes, and weakens faith. Why do they not take advantage 
of the wonderful opportunity for moral, spiritual and intellectual de- 
velopment afforded by READING THE CATHOLIC PRESS? 

Every Catholic home should, if at all possible, receive a Catholic 
newspaper at least once a week, and also one or more good monthly 
magazines. Discounting the homes of the very poor, who cannot afford 
the subscription price, hundreds of homes are not patronizing the 
Catholic press, and these are mainly the homes that specially need its 
influence. But if the Catholic press is to be truly effective, it cannot 
stop with Catholic homes alone. During these critical times, it is most 
important that Catholic thought and practice be brought also into non- 
Catholic homes. Your financial support and apostolic zeal alone can 
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make this possible. Resolve, therefore, during this Catholic Press 
Month to subscribe to and read regularly at least one Catholic paper 
and magazine, and then pass them on to a poor family or to a non- 
Catholic friend, or to the missions. 


The Silent Apostolate of the 
Waiting Room 


0-D-o-O-o- Ore 


URS is the age of the Lay Apostolate. Time and again 
the Popes of modern times have stressed the need for 
Catholic men and women of the laity to take an active 
part in the work of saving souls, and nobly have the 
laity responded to the call. Everywhere, organizations 
of zealous lay apostles have sprung up, and the work 
they are accomplishing is astounding in its scope and 
fruitfulness. We have the Legion of Mary, the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, the Christophers, the Cam- 

paigners for Christ the King, and many others, all devoting themselves 

with self-sacrificing charity to the cause of the Church, seeking out and 
bringing back the strayed sheep of the fold and winning others who 
have innocently followed the path of error. 

There is one potential form of apostolate, however, that seems still 
to be dormant, and that is the silent apostolate of the waiting room. 
Daily there is a steady stream of patients, of all creeds and ages and 
walks of life, spending all the way from ten minutes to three hours 
in the waiting rooms of Catholic doctors and dentists, passing the time, 
for the most part, in reading magazines placed for their convenience on 
the tables and magazine racks. Rarely, however, does one find a 
Catholic magazine among them. Popular secular magazines are there 
in abundance, with all their worldly, suggestive, and oftentimes offen- 
sive illustrations and articles — pictures and stories highly injurious 
to Christian modesty and morality. 

“In all my visits to Catholic doctors’ offices,’’ writes a young lady, 
‘“‘and they have been many, it has never been my good fortune to find 
a Catholic magazine on the reading table, though I know some of the 
doctors are exemplary Catholics and daily Communicants. What a 
pity that such a wonderful opportunity is being missed for exercising 
a most beneficial apostolate! 

“Doctors are usually the busiest of men — working from early 
morning till late at night — with little or no time for works of the 
apostolate. Here is their opportunity to perform a work of Catholic 
apostolate of highest merit, day after day, without any expenditure of 
time or energy. 

‘Perhaps while they are bending every effort and sparing no means 
to save the bodily life and health of their patients, they are unthink- 
ingly exposing their spiritual life and health to ruin, and allowing their 
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souls to be poisoned and undermined by the type of reading placed at 
their disposal in the waiting room. 

“Would it be asking too much of Catholic doctors to make this 
little profession of their faith in favor of the Divine Physician, to whom 
they owe the success of their medical practice and who would surely 
bless their work all the more if by this means they brought souls to 
know and love Him better? How far-reaching would be the good ac- 
complished if, instead of spreading the devil’s gospel of lust and luxury 
and worldliness through worldly magazines, with their materialistic 
outlook on life, Catholic doctors would adopt this means of spreading 
the gospel of Christian faith, hope and love! Surely none of the 
patients would take offense at seeing at least some Catholic magazines 
among the others, and in all likelihood the latter would be read with’ 
interest and profit not only by Catholics but also by non-Catholics. 

“This apostolate could be further carried on by appropriate pic- 
tures on the walls. Thus the walls, together with the reading table, 
could speak a silent but eloquent sermon on the love of God, His com- 
passion for the afflicted, etc. What would.be more appropriate for the 
wall of a Catholic physician’s office than a beautiful picture of Christ 
healing the sick or Christ consoling the widow of Naim by raising her 
son from the dead, such as we have from the talented brush of Heinrich 
Hoffman? or a picture of the Sacred Heart with the inscription: ‘Come 
to Me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will refresh 
you’? Or, again, a touching picture of the Ecce Homo, or of the Good 
Shepherd, or any of the many beautiful and inspiring pictures of 
Christ? The picture of St. Raphael the Archangel, whose name means 
‘Medicine of God,’ and who is a special patron of the sick, would like- 
wise be appropriate; or that of St. Camillus de Lellis, or St. Frances 
Cabrini, or other patrons of the sick. A beautiful motto with an up- 
lifting and consoling sentiment would be very fitting too, and would 
without doubt bring encouragement and consolation to many a person 
downcast and worried because of illness or other sufferings.”’ 

These suggestions may be applied equally well to the waiting 
rooms of other professions or businesses, where people spend the time 
in reading while awaiting their turn. 

Then, too, there is the suggestion offered by a non-Catholic taking 
instructions in the Catholic Faith, which, if followed by a group of 
laymen in each city, would help to win more converts than any effort 
which is being made today. Deploring the many vulgar magazines 
and booklets sold in drugstores and at newsstands everywhere, she 
says: ‘‘Why aren’t some of the CATHOLIC pamphlets available on our 
newsstands?’’ And she continues: ‘‘In spite of all the lewd magazines, 
the majority of people do not intentionally buy the most wicked liter- 
ature they can find, but thousands of people (including me) pick up 
magazines or pocket-size books to look at for lack of anything better 
to do, possibly to pass a few idle moments during the lunch hour, or 
to read while riding home on the bus, or to take home if they don’t 
have anything to do during the evening. Naturally, they buy what 
is being offered for sale. 

“T am sure there must be a reason for this lack of good litera- 
ture on the newsstands, and I would like to know what that reason 
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is. 1 am speaking mainly of the little informative pamphlets which 
answer so many questions. Since people are constantly exposed to 
so much magazine literature in their everyday lives, doesn’t it seem 
plausible that these helpful little pamphlets with their provocative 
titles would interest many non-Catholics as well as Catholics? 
‘“‘Many people are timid about attending a Catholic church or 
going to a priest with their first questions, or even too lazy to write 
and send for a pamphlet. If they were exposed to this literature on 
the newsstands and even had a slight interest or a tiny question in 
their minds, I’m sure their curiosity would urge them to buy a 10¢ 
pamphlet, and, as in my case, this would very likely lead to a further 
and complete study of the Catholic religion, which in turn would no 
doubt result in many more well-informed and grateful converts.”’ 
Here, then, is opportunity for effective ‘‘campaigning for Christ’ 
for all Catholic men and women of good will. And — yes, we do have 
an ‘‘ax to grind’’—or rather, a good selection of booklets (some 
seventy-five titles) which we would like to recommend for this apos- 
tolate, though there are many other good Catholic booklets available 
and we should like to see them all given their opportunity to win 
souls for Christ by a wider distribution, particularly during Catholic 
Press Month. A check or money order for $6.75 will purchase our 
complete set of 76 titles (with an additional 25¢ for postage). Single 
copies may be purchased at 10¢ each, and a liberal discount will be 
allowed on lots of 50 or more booklets. Please refer to the inside 
back cover of this issue for list of titles, or write for a free price-list. 








Relic-Picture of Blessed Pius X 
N°? one has ever stated the necessity of the Catholic Press more 


strongly than Blessed Pius X, who said: “In vain will you build 
churches, preach missions, found schools; all of your good works, 
all your efforts will be destroyed, if you cannot at the same time wield 
the defensive and offensive weapons of a press that is Catholic, loyal 
and sincere.” 

During Catholic Press Month we are offering as a special premium 
for each new or renewal subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
a colored holy picture of Blessed Pius X, with a small piece of linen 
attached, which has been touched to his relics, and with a prayer in 
his honor on the reverse. This offer enables you to obtain a cherished 
relic of the great Pope of peace, Pope of the Eucharist, Pope of the 
Poor, while at the same time you promote Catholic Press Month by 
obtaining new subscriptions for TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


Subscription rates: $1.00 a year; 
$1.25 for Canada and foreign countries. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Religion ... a Nation’s Most Vital Asset 


Annual Statement of the Bishops of the United States 
issued November, 1952. 


Concluded 


Threat of Secularism 


) HESE words of Lincoln’s not only recall to us our na- 
tional traditions relative to the importance of religion; 
they also remind us of the constant temptation for 
this country to turn away from God and to become 
immersed in material pursuits. In our own day, 
widespread yielding to this temptation has given rise to an even greater 
danger — the way of life we call Secularism. Those who follow this 
way distort and blot out our religious traditions, and seek to remove 
all influence of religion from public life. Their main efforts are cen- 
tered on divorce of religion from education. Their strategy seems to 
be: first to secularize completely the public school and then to claim for 
it a total monopoly of education. 

To teach moral and spiritual values divorced from religion and 
based solely on social conventions, as these men claim to do, is not 
enough. Unless man’s conscience is enlightened by the knowledge of 
principles that express God’s law, there can be no firm and lasting 
morality. Without religion, morality becomes simply a matter of in- 
dividual taste, of public opinion or majority vote. The moral law must 
derive its validity and its binding force from the truths of religion. 
Without religious education, moral education is impossible. 

In criticizing this secularist trend in education, let it not be said 
that we are enemies of public education. We recognize that the State 
has a legitimate and even necessary concern with education. But if 
religion is important to good citizenship — and that is the burden of 
our national tradition — then the State must give recognition to its 
importance in public education. The State therefore has the duty to 
help parents fulfil their task of religious instruction and training. When 
the State fails in this help, when it makes the task more difficult and 
even penalizes parents who try to fulfil this duty according to con- 
science, by depriving their children of their right under our Federal 
Constitution to auxiliary services, this can only be regarded as an 
utterly unfair and short-sighted policy. 

Even more alarming are the efforts to create a monopoly of edu- 
cation for a secularized public school. To one who cherishes the 
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American tradition, it is alarming to hear all non-public education de- 
nounced as divisive. Not all differences are divisive, and not all divi- 
sions are harmful. There are political and social differences and divi- 
sions which are simply the manifestations of our fundamental freedom. 
The differences which are harmful to our country are those which 
divide our people in their duty of loyalty, patriotism and good citizen- 
ship. Education of children in schools under religious auspices has 
no such effect. On the contrary, the religious instruction children 
receive in such schools inculcates the duties of loyalty, patriotism and 
civic service based on love of God, of neighbor and of country. Edu- 
cation that is truly religious is then a unifying rather than a dividing 
force. 

Particularly difficult to understand is the attitude of some few 
who, while occupying positions of leadership in various religious 
groups, yet, in almost every question involving the influence of religion 
in public life and education, throw the weight of their own influence 
behind secularism. In the days when Communism was posing as a 
new and advanced kind of democracy, some of these persons were 
loud in their praise of practically everything that came out of the 
realms of atheism and tyranny. Now that it is no longer fashionable 
to regard Communism as other than the avowed enemy of our own 
country, they indeed maintain a discreet silence on the subject of Com- 
munistic virtues, but they still throw the weight of their influence be- 
hind such totalitarian movements as an all-embracing state-controlled 
school system and education completely devoid of religion. Although 
they often lay claim to the title of Christian, they are rather devotees of 
the pseudo-religion of progress; and they always think of progress in 
terms of materialistic or secularistic evolution. Consciously or uncon- 
sciously, in eliminating the influence of religion and in working for 
the absolutism of majority vote, they are promoting the disintegration 
of those social institutions whose foundations are in religion — free- 
dom, equality, human dignity, the stable family, and that constitutional 
democracy which has been characteristic of this country. 


Irreligion Real Danger 


The imminent danger to our country comes not from any division 
likely to result from religious education or profession. It comes rather 
from the threatening disintegration of our social life, due to the weak- 
ening of religion as a constructive force. With the decline of religious 
belief, the increase of divorce and family disintegration has become a 
national scandal. With the breakup of the family, juvenile delin- 
quency has shown an alarming increase. Consequent upon the weaken- 
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ing of religion, there has been a lowering of moral standards which 
has resulted in public corruption — and this in turn threatens all respect 
for law and public authority. The real threat to our country comes not 
from religious divisiveness but from irreligious social decay. The truly 
religious man is certain to be one who treasures all those ideals which 
religion helped to build into this nation. To the man who is lacking 
in religious belief, nothing in the end is likely to be sacred, nothing 
worth preserving. In that direction lies the real danger to our country. 


Fundamental Obligations 


Although there have been many evidences of the weakening of re. 
ligion among our people, in recent times there have been unmistakable 
signs of a renewed religious interest. The number of religious books 
which have attained wide circulation, the frequent serious discussion 
of religious topics in the daily papers and influential periodicals, the 
reported increase everywhere in church attendance, the frequent and 
effective use of radio and television for religious programs — all these 
are encouraging signs. Moreover, the vitality of the religious tradition 
in our country has recently been attested by the Supreme Court, when 
in its majority opinion it stated that “We are a religious people whose 
institutions presuppose a Supreme Being,” and when it declared that 
“when the State encourages religious instruction or cooperates with re- 
ligious authority... it follows the best of our traditions.” 

But our best religious traditions are not fulfilled by mere theoreti- 
cal acknowledgment of religion as a possible aid in solving our prob- 
lems, or by a perfunctory attendance at Sunday devotions, or even by 
a stiff bow on the part of the Government in the general direction of 
God. If our country is truly religious, the influence of religion will 
permeate every part of our national life. The State will not merely 
tolerate religion; it will honor and welcome it as an indispensable aid 
in building the complete good life of its citizens — much as the in- 
fluence of religion has been welcomed in our Armed Forces. 

In its internal and external affairs the State will uphold, and it will 
expect its citizens and its officials to uphold, that standard of morality 
which flows necessarily from belief in God and in God’s law. From its 
own officials and employees it will demand an even stricter observance 
of the moral standard than it can enforce upon individual citizens or 
business institutions. In dealing with the latter, the State is often using 
its police power, rightly restricted by constitutional -and other legal 
guarantees. In the case of public servants, the State is dealing with in- 
dividuals whose public employment is conditioned on their honesty, 
their honor, their truthfulness, their efficiency and their devotion to the 
national welfare and the public good. 
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Religion requires that justice, tempered by charity, must prevail 
in the State’s legislation and policy relative to economic groups. It will 
also inspire and guide the employer in the fulfilment of his duties to- 
wards his employees in the spirit of justice and charity. In the work- 
ingman’s struggle for his rights, the religious conscience of the nation 
was not among the least of the forces that sustained him. Now that 
those rights have been largely vindicated, religion still insists on his re- 
sponsibility to his employer and to society in the achievement of a right 
economic solidarity. 

Religion will lead a nation not only to hold forth its bounty to the 
needy of other nations, but also, in a spirit of charity and justice, to do 
its part to alleviate the plight of the homeless and dispossessed of other 
lands. 

A religious people is a people which prays. If the spirit of reli- 
gion has declined in our times, it is because many, immersed in worldly 
pursuits, have ceased to pray. Most earnestly. therefore. we urge a re- 
turn to a life sanctified by prayer. 

But prayer itself can be effective only when it is the fruit of calm 
and ordered reflection on the great spiritual realities which underlie 
our whole existence. Once the opportunity of such reflection was af- 
forded largely by the reverent observance of Sunday, the day of the 
Lord. We call upon our people to return to the proper religious ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Day and the practice of family-prayer. 

It is a cherished tradition for our Government to call its citizens 
to prayer and public worship. Too often the proclamation of days of 
prayer, traditional in our country, has come to be regarded by many as 
a pious formality. The realization of the immeasurable benefits we have 
received from Almighty God, the further realization that only under 
God’s guidance can we hope to solve our problems and overcome our 
perils, will restore to these days their sacred character. The truly re- 
ligious observance of such days as our religious feasts and national 
holidays will deepen and enrich the spiritual life of the whole nation. 


Role of Christian Faith 


One of the constant dangers to the religious spirit in a country such 
as ours is the tendency to regard religion itself simply as the fruit of 
pious sentiment; or to hold, as the doctrinal basis of religion, what we 
may call the common factor in the religious opinions held by various 
groups; or to be content with the great religious truths of the natural 
order which can be known by unaided human reason. It is true that 
the Founders of this country, in their public utterances, gave as the re- 
ligious foundation of their work only the truths of the natural order — 
belief in God as the Omnipotent Creator: belief in man as God’s free 
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creature endowed with inalienable rights; belief in the eternal truth and 
universality of the moral law. But it is also true that these convictions 
were part of their Christian tradition. Historically, these truths had 
been received and elaborated by intellects illumined by faith and guided 
by revelation. It would be wrong to imagine that these truths are sufli- 
cient for the religious life of the individual, or that they can of them- 
selves guarantee the firm foundation of society. After all, the truths 
which can be known by reason are but a part of religious truth. It is 
through supernatural faith alone that man comes to the knowledge of 
religious truth in its fulness. Man is not free to pick and choose among 
the truths God has made known either through reason or revelation. 
His obligation is to accept the whole of God’s truth. 

Man himself is not merely a creature of the natural order. At 
the moment of creation he was elevated by God to the supernatural state 
and destined to an everlasting and supernatural life. To the fall of man 
from this high estate are traceable all the woes which have marked hu- 
man history. To save man from the eternal consequences of his fall, 
to pay the penalty of his sins and to restore him to his supernatural state 
and destiny, the Son of God became man, suffered and died on the Cross 
for the salvation of all mankind. In the accomplishment of the work of 
Redemption, Christ has given us the fulness of God’s revelation. To. 
attain to his destiny, therefore, man needs not merely the truths which 
reason can discover; he needs also the truths which Christ has revealed: 
he needs the Church which Christ has established. 

All the religious truths, natural and supernatural, are parts of one 
integral whole. Ultimately in man’s mind they must stand or fall to- 
gether. Subtract one part and you distort the rest; deny one part and 
in the end you deny the whole. Nor in the light of Divine Revelation 
can the principles of natural ethics be separated from the principles of 
Christian morality. Only the life of Christian faith can guarantee to 
man in his present state the moral life; and the Christian life is lived 
in its entirety only through the one true Church of Christ. 


In our present-day world it has become clear that denial of super- 
natural truth tends finally to the denial of all religious truth. “I will 
show you the truth and the truth will make you free.” In Christ’s de- 
signs, truth and freedom stand together. If today Christianity stands 
for freedom, it is because Christianity is truth. 
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Jesus, King and Center of all hearts, grant us peace through. 
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Ash Wednesday 


February 18, this year. 


_~<~_—ean— 


>» SH WEDNESDAY announces the solemn fast -of Lent, 
the season of expiation, the approach of the great anni- 
versaries of our Redemption, the time of spiritual com- 
bat. In the battle of the spirit against the flesh, we 
need strong armor. Holy Mother Church knows how 
much we need it, and therefore she summons us to enter the House of 
God that she may arm us for the holy contest. St. Paul describes this 
armor: “Having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of justice, and having your feet shod with the readiness of 
the Gospel of peace, in all things taking up the shield of faith, with 
which you may be able to quench all the fiery darts of the most wicked 
one. And take unto you the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
spirit, that is, the Word of God” (Eph. 6:14-17). 

We are entering today upon a long campaign of the warfare of the 
spirit: forty days of battle, forty days of penance. The enemies we 
have to combat are of two kinds: internal and external. The first 
are our passions; the second are the devils. Both were brought on us 
by pride, and man’s pride began when Adam refused to obey God. 
God forgave his sin, but He punished him. The punishment was death, 
and the Divine sentence was expressed in the words so familiar to us: 
“Thou art dust, and into dust thou shalt return.” Would that we would 
remember this Divine sentence! The recollection of what we are, and 
what we are to be, would check our haughty rebellion, which so often 
leads us to break the law of God. If, for the time to come, we would 
persevere in loyalty to Him, we must humble ourselves, accept the sen- 
tence, and look upon this present life as a path to the grave. The path 
may be long or short, but to the tomb it must lead us! Remembering 
this, we shall see all things in their true light. We shall love that God 
who has deigned to set His Heart on us, notwithstanding our being 
creatures of death. We shall hate, with deepest contrition, the inso- 
lence and ingratitude wherewith we have spent so many of our few 
days of life, in sinning against our Heavenly Father. And we shall 
not only be willing, but eager, to keep these days of penance which He 
so mercifully gives us to make reparation to His offended Majesty. 

This is the motive the Church has in enriching her liturgy with the 
solemn rite of Ash Wednesday. It was upwards of a thousand years 
ago that she instituted the impressive ceremony of signing the fore- 
heads of her children with ashes, while saying to them those awe- 
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inspiring words: “Remember, O man, that thou art dust, and into dust 
thou shalt return!” She thus leads her children by their earnest ac- 
knowledgment of being but dust and ashes to an act of humility, and 
it is this humility which will enable them to approach God with con- 
fidence and hepe, for “God resists the proud and pardons the humble.” 


In the Mass, which follows the ceremony of the blessed ashes, the 
Church prays for her children that they may have the twofold grace 
of a fervent commencement and a steady perseverance in the salutary 
fast of Lent. We learn from the magnificent passage of the Prophet 
Joel, read as the Epistle, how acceptable to God is the expiation of 
fasting. When the penitent sinner inflicts corporal penance upon him- 
self, God’s justice is appeased. We have a heartening proof of this in 
the Ninivites. God pardoned the infidel city solely because its in- 
habitants sought for mercy under the garb of penance. What will He 
not do, then, for His own people who offer Him the twofold sacrifice 
of exterior works of mortification and true contrition of heart? 

We are living in an age when, through want of faith and of 
fear of God, those practices which are as ancient as Christianity itself, 
and on which we might almost say it was founded, are falling into dis- 
use. It behooves us to be on our guard lest we, too, should imbibe the 
false principles which have so fearfully weakened the Christian spirit. 
We must never forget our own personal debt to Divine Justice, which 
will remit neither our sins nor the punishment due them, except inas- 
much as we are ready to make satisfaction. Let us, then, courageously 
enter on the path of penance. . 

In the Gospel, our Redeemer bids us not to receive the announce- 
ment of the great fast as one of sadness and melancholy. Truly, the 
Christian who understands what a dangerous thing it is to be behind- 
hand with Divine Justice, welcomes the season of Lent with joy. It 
consoles him. He knows that if he is faithful to what the Church pre- 
scribes, his debt will be less heavy upon him. These penances, these 
satisfactions (which the indulgence of the Church has rendered easy), 
being offered to God together with those of our Savior Himself, and 
being rendered fruitful by that holy fellowship which blends into one 
common propitiatory sacrifice the good works of all the members of the 
Church Militant, will purify our souls and make them worthy to par- 
take in the grand Easter joy. 

In the same Gospel, we are given a second counsel, which the 
Church will often bring to our minds during the course of Lent: it is 
that of joining almsdeeds to our fasting. We are bidden “to lay up 
treasures in heaven!” For this we need intercessors, and we seek them 
in the person of the poor. 
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Finally, in the Communion antiphon, the Church gives us an in- 
struction of great importance. During this long career of penance, we 
shall need something to keep up our courage. We are counseled to 
meditate on the law of God and the mysteries of Our Lord. If we relish 
the word of God as it is offered to us by the Church on each day of 
this holy season, our hearts will receive an increase of light and love, 
and when Our Lord shall rise from His tomb, the brightness of the 
Resurrection will shine upon us. 

Behold our program for the holy season of Lent: humility and 
contrition of heart; mortification by fasting and penance; almsgiving; 
meditation upon the law of God and the mysteries of Redemption — all 
of which are to be tempered by the spirit of holy joy and longing for 
Easter. If we follow this course of action day by day, we shall obtain 
in fullest measure the graces which Our Lord wants to give us during 
this sacred season, and we shall find ourselves most worthily prepared 
for the great solemnity of the Resurrection, for which it is the object 
of this period of penance to make us disposed. Let us, then, enter 
wholeheartedly and perseveringly upon the work before us! 


(Adapted from: Dom Gueranger’s, ‘“‘The Liturgical Year,’’ Vol. 4.) 





In the Midst of You 
yo 


f N Catholic countries the churches are always open, in- 
viting passers-by to enter; in cities, especially, the 
doors are constantly opening and closing, if only to 
permit a short visit or a passing act of adoration. At 
noon or in the calm of evening, most worshipers are 
to be found there. These visits are a beautiful devo- 
tion; a proof of living faith, of steadfast conviction 
and certitude that Christ is really and unceasingly present in the Sacra- 





ment of the Altar. We only go to pay a visit to our friends when we 
know them to be, or, at least, hope to find them, at home. We consider 
such visits to friends, relatives and neighbors as a social duty to which 
our position or affection obliges us. 

Now. faith tells us that if our blessed Lord is truly in our midst, 
then we are bound to visit Him. Thus, the custom of paying friendly 
visits is applied to a supernatural relationship. These visits are a proof 
of heartfelt love and intimacy, and are not termed audiences or presen- 
tations as when one is admitted to the presence of some personage of 
high rank, but visits, as between friends. 
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As ordinary visits are for the exchange of our thoughts, feelings, 
ideas, our hopes and apprehensions, our decisions and undertakings, 
our joys and griefs, so in these visits we approach Our Lord as our 
Friend and Master, with our sorrows, our cares, our joys and neces- 
sities, and find in Him counsel, consolation, encouragement, help in the 
toils and difficulties of life. 


The visit of Nicodemus to the Savior by night, His conversation 
with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, Magdalen sitting at Jesus’ 
feet, obedient and loving, hoping and repentant, the confidential dis- 
course and exhortations in the company of His disciples, apart from the 
multitude — these are all heartening examples of what these visits are 
and how much they do and effect. How great a power lies in this 
quiet time spent with our Savior! We breathe a different atmosphere 
and are in a different environment. At the foot of the altar we lay 
down the burdens of the day; our heart, with its anxieties and fears, 
with the constant ebb and flow of its passions, is calmed. What a 
different aspect the failures and difficulties of life assume! The very 
nearness of the Eucharist affords us relief and light; sinful thoughts 
are stifled, bitter feelings are rendered kindly; grief is assuaged, good 
thoughts and actions are engendered. It has been truly said: “Devo- 
tion in a private room is doubtless good; quiet prayer at home is most 
consoling and uplifting; but the truly lofty ideals of Christian piety are 
conceived, or rather, inspired, before the altar where the Blessed Sac- 
rament is reserved.” There in silent prayer the man of the world in 
his secret heart renounces the world and its vanities and vows fidelity 
to His Master. There, too, the heart is relieved of its burden of sin 
and sorrow by an emotion not experienced elsewhere. There sacrifices 
seem light which everywhere else seem difficult, if not impossible. There 
the Catholic learns to repeat words which suit no other place so well: 
“The sparrow hath found herself a house and the turtle a nest for her- 
self... Thy altars, O Lord of Hosts, my King and my God!” We can 
add nothing to these most true words except “Come and see,” and learn 
by experience how profitable, how rewarding is this devotion to Our 
Lord in the Sacrament of the Altar. We visit our neighbors and friends 
so frequently, so willingly. Why, then, do we not visit Him who is 
our best Friend, who loves us more than any other? Richly would He 
repay us if sometimes we turned our steps to the place where He is to 
be found instead of to the houses of men. 


Visits to the Blessed Sacrament are, however, merely a private 
devotion. There are also public ones, among which the principal one 
is Benediction, that service which enlivens and cheers the afternoon or 
evening of Sundays and holydays. The truly Catholic heart desires Our 











312 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Lord to be always with it, and without Him finds no charm in the 
gayest of festivities. Thus Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament is like 
an evening sacrifice, and while the holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the 
great, general, liturgical service and sacrifice, the high point of union 
between God, the Church, and man, Benediction has more the form of 
a service of praise and thanksgiving for the immense boon of His per- 
petual presence, at an hour when each and everyone can lay before Him 
his personal needs. Then the Good Shepherd goes among each divi- 





sion of His vast fold, counts His sheep and blesses them. How can 
the day be closed in a more sublime manner than with Our Lord’s own 
benediction? Thus long ago He blessed the children brought to Him 
by loving mothers, thus He lifted His hands in blessing over His dis- 
ciples for the last time before His Ascension, and thus when this world’s 
day is over He will give His benediction to His elect and admit them 
into His kingdom: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, possess the king- 
dom prepared for you!” How much grace there is in such a blessing! 
How many temptations and snares of the devil does it avert, how much 
success it adds to our life both in temporal and spiritual concerns! 
What a truly Catholic spirit it sheds abroad! How moving a sight it is 
in time of public calamity or distress to find the faithful gathered around 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed, as sheep press about their shepherd, 
crying to the throne of God for help through the mediation of Him who 
is our great High Priest. How trustful and powerful the appeal made 
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in His presence, under the shelter of His loving protection: “Behold, 
O God, our protector, and look upon the face of Thy Christ.” Will not 
such a cry pierce the clouds and bring down help? On such occasions 
one is so fully conscious of the great consolations contained in the 
perpetual dwelling of Christ among us, how thereby He again makes 
Himself one with us, sharing in our gladness and our sadness, taking 
part in our bright as in our dark days. He is not in our midst, as the 
brazen serpent of the Old Testament, as a symbol of faith and deliver- 
ance, but He is there truly and really, consoling, protecting, saving. 


Benediction is evidently an 
imitation of the glory and 
honor paid to the Lamb in the 
circle of His elect, which St. 
John the Evangelist beheld in 
his vision on Patmos. There 
the worship is of heavenly per- 
fection and is of unceasing, 
never-ending duration; here 
it is but for the brief happy 
space of a few hours. It is, 
however, the loving endeavor 
of the Church to model the 
earthly homage paid to the 
Most Holy Sacrament after 
the pattern of the heavenly 
and to give it the greatest 
possible extension in time and 
space, that this uninterrupted 
homage may correspond to 
the perpetual presence of Our 
Lord. Consequently her in- 
genious love has expanded 
Benediction into the Forty Praise the Lord all ye Angels, 
Hours’ Devotion, which since Sune. Se ee oe oe 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries has gradually become general. 
This: idea suggested the foundation of orders with the special object 
of adoring the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar without intermission. 
by day and by night. The Forty Hours’ Devotion, and Perpetual Adora- 
tion are faithful imitations of the adoration in heaven. Here, as there, 
is a shining throne upon which rests the Lamb, as it were, slain; here, 
as there, golden lamps are burning and innumerable tapers glow like a 
rainbow; here, as there, silver censers full of incense fill the sanctuary 
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with clouds of aromatic fragrance; here, as there, is a multitude of 
people of all nations; here, as there, is a great alleluia of thanksgiving 
and honor to the Lamb — the same worship, in fact, of the same Lord. 
And finally, as there they rest not day or night in raising the canticle 
of praise, so here when in one church the tabernacle is closed, the 
splendor of the Eucharistic service recommences in another. Thus the 
worship of the Blessed Sacrament forms a circle as day rises and sets 
in the Catholic world, and here, as there, the Lamb is the sun that en- 
lightens the holy city of God. Earth catches a ray of heavenly light, 
and one is able to feel how sweet is the Lord and how blessed His 
presence. How many whispered supplications from the lips of the 
faithful receive a gracious response, how many spiritual wounds are 
healed, how many secret blessings flow from Jesus’ uplifted hands! 
Greater blessings accrue from the Forty Hours Devotion and Perpetual 
Adoration than those granted to that favored man, Obededom, of the 
Old Testament, in whose house the Ark of the Lord rested for three 
months. For: “I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of 
Hosts,... and in this place I will give peace” (Aggeus 2:8,10). 


From “The Sublimity of the Holy Eucharist,’ by Father Meschler, S.J. 
eee 


The angelic service of Perpetual Adoration is the special work of the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. Young ladies who feel a desire to 
devote their lives to this sublime vocation are invited to correspond with: — 


Rev. Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


The Prisoners of the King 


Continued 
Cure of the Man at the Probatic Pool 


MBER Friday of Lent (February 27) brings us the Gospel 
of the cure of the man at the Probatic Pool. We are told 
how a large multitude of sick persons, suffering from 
almost every form of disease, was waiting at this famous 
pool of Jerusalem, in expectation of an angel coming to 
move its waters, whereupon the first person who stepped 
into the pool would be healed of whatever disease afflicted him. Now, 
there was a chance for just one among many to be healed, and naturally 
each one made great haste when the waters were stirred to reach the 
pool before anyone else, so that he might be the fortunate one. Our 
Lord, who had come to Jerusalem for a feast, happened to pass by, and 
moved with compassion at the misery of a certain man, asked him if 
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he desired to be cured. Upon being told that he had lain there already 
for thirty-eight years, but because he was helpless and had no one to 
put him into the waters, others always got to the pool ahead of him, Our 
Lord, with a word, healed him. 


We have been considering Our Lord’s miracles in conjunction with 
the souls in purgatory. Now, there is a particular circumstance about 
this one which brings home a doctrine concerning purgatory. We can 
well imagine how the tender and compassionate Heart of Jesus was 
touched by the sufferings of each one in that large throng. If He had 
pleased, He might have healed with a word the whole crowd. And yet 
He chose just one for the object of His special compassion. We have 
no reason to suppose that this one person was deserving of so high a 
favor any more than another, or many others, on account of special 
sanctity, or resignation to God’s will, or contrition for his sins. But 
two circumstances are mentioned by the Evangelist which seem to dis- 
tinguish him from the rest. In the first place, St. John tells us that he 
had suffered from his infirmity for thirty-eight years. In the second 
place, we learn that he had no one to help him, that he was left al- 
together to himself. 

It may be that Our Lord selected him from the crowd on account 
of these two things. Certainly, St. John seems to indicate that they 
influenced the merciful tenderness of His Heart. Thus we have in this 
miracle the principle of selection of one from many as the object of 
Christian charity, and also the grounds on which the selection is made, 
namely, the length of time the suffering has been protracted, and the 
helplessness and friendless state of the individual sufferer. From each 
of these heads, we may derive some instruction on applying our spir- 
itual alms to the souls in purgatory. 

In the first place, it is certain that satisfactions which may be 
applied to these holy sufferers are limited in their efficacy, either in 
themselves, as is the case with works which are simply our own, though 
accomplished through God’s grace, or in the decrees and arrangements 
of God Himself, as is the case with the satisfactory power of the Holy 
Sacrifice, which, though infinite in itself, is not so in its application. 

The application of Our Lord’s meritorious satisfactions to the holy 
souls is limited by His own decrees, but the choice of that application 
is left by Him very much in our hands for many wise and Divine 
reasons. For example, the thoughtful and careful application of our 
good works to particular intentions is a thing very pleasing to Him. 
It helps our devotion. It fosters charity. It gives us many opportunities 
of making reparation, of showing gratitude and love, each act of which 
strengthens the particular virtue in our soul. It forms a new link in the 
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marvelous chain of charity which binds our lives together and knits us 
one to another in the Communion of Saints. 

Now, to pray for some particular person or intention is not con- 
trary to the truth that it is sometimes best to pray for general intentions, 
as, for instance, the conversion of sinners, or the advancement of the 
good in perfection, or for all the souls in purgatory. Christian piety 
has room for both practices. The Church teaches us to be always 
honoring God in His mercies through Our Lord, but she also sets before 
us, one by one, the mysteries of His holy life, as now, during Lent, she 
particularly emphasizes His Passion. She teaches us to honor all the 
saints in one great festival, All Saints’ Day, but, day by day, throughout 
the year, she sets before us, one by one, particular saints. We certainly 
gain in devotion when we offer Masses or Communions or indulgences 
or good works for the holy souls in general, for those for whom we are 
especially bound to pray, for those it may please Our Lady to release, 
or some one of the saints whom we wish to honor. We thus knit our- 
selves each time by a fresh tie of love, not only to the souls for whom 
we intercede, but also to Our Lady or the particular saint. 


The whole doctrine of the value of spiritual intentions in all that 
we do for the honor of God or the good of souls is brought before us 
by this instance in which Our Lord selected one particular sufferer, out 
of so large a multitude, as the subject of His mercy. 


But in prayer for the holy souls we must remind ourselves, too, 
that we are not entirely free as to our choice. There are often con- 
siderations of justice, or of natural equity. There are souls to whom 
we owe more than to others: our parents, our near relatives, our teach- 
ers, our pastors; those who have assisted us in any manner; those who 
have perhaps suffered on our account; those whose benefits and good 
works profited us. Such obligations constitute a strict debt of justice, 
which cannot be neglected without sin. There may be others also, who 
have claims upon us in the sight of God, for whom He would have us 
pray, for example, our enemies, or souls who are now suffering for sin- 
ful acts which we were the cause of their committing; souls whose voca- 
tion we thwarted; souls who were delayed in conversion through our 
fault; souls whom we hindered from performing some good work 
through human motives. To such, indeed, we owe a debt of justice, 
which we are bound to repay to our utmost. 

In addition to these, however, special choices may also be made. 
To conclude with some practical suggestions, there is the soul that is 
most neglected; the soul that is suffering the most; the soul that has 
suffered the longest; the souls of forgotten priests. Indeed, how many 
holy sufferers must there be in purgatory who “have no man to help 
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them”! Consider those who die in countries where persecution rages, 
where few priests remain to offer Mass, and the faithful only with 
great difficulty can assist thereat or receive the sacraments. Such per- 
sons pass into the next world at a time and place in which the most 
efficacious means of help for the departed are comparatively wanting. 
The same may be said of persons secretly converted on their deathbed, 
while their families and friends remain Protestant. Likewise of souls, 
known to God alone, who die outside the pale of the Church, but who 
were baptized, and were either preserved from mortal sin or were re- 
stored to Divine grace by perfect contrition. In such cases as these, it 
is likely no suffrages are offered. Their friends and kinsfolk do not 
necessarily forget them, but they have never been taught how much they 
stand in need of prayer. 

These thoughts are sufficient to indicate what numbers of souls in 
purgatory may well be the object of our special compassion and 
thoughtful charity, as the man in the Gospel was that of Our Lord’s, and 
during the holy season of Lent, when we strive to assist daily at Holy 
Mass and receive Holy Communion, we might well choose some par- 
ticular soul to benefit from the satisfactory merits pertaining thereto. 


Little Lovers’ League 

\ Or Oooo 
» “op SUALLY, dear Little Lovers, one of the first questions in 
| the catechism is: “Why did God make you?” Of course, 
you know the answer: “God made me to know Him, love 
Him and serve Him in this life, and to be happy with 
Him forever in the next.” Now, God is a Father and He 
knew that it is hard for small children, (and big ones 
too, for that matter) to know and love someone they 
have never seen, so He sent His only Son, Jesus, into the world to show 
us how. That is why the simplest way to God, to love Him and to 
serve Him, is to study and try to imitate the life of Jesus on earth. 

His life is written down for us in the four Gospels, and although 
we cannot visit the places where Jesus lived, we can picture them to our- 
selves in our minds. At Christmas, for example, we can imagine the 
windy cave on a hillside in Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, and the 
shepherds who came to adore Him, wrapped in their woolen cloaks, 
with small lambs in their arms. Later, we know, the kings from the 
East arrived with splendid jewelled robes and servants on camels, bring- 
ing their treasures. When they had gone, the Gospels tells us that an 
angel appeared to St. Joseph in a dream and warned him that he must 

















318 _ Tabernacle and Purgatory | 


take Jesus and Mary and flee into Egypt, because the cruel King Herod 
was going to kill all the little boys under two years of age for fear one 
of them was the newborn King whom the Magi had been seeking. 
Later on the angel appeared to Jesus’ foster father again, telling him 
that it was safe to return to Nazareth, as Herod was dead. 

We all love to imagine the Holy Family during their simple, hid- 
den years at Nazareth — how they prayed and worked and played to- 
gether, loving and helping one another in quiet happiness. The years 
must have passed very quickly as the Child Jesus grew into a sturdy. 
lovable little Boy who helped St. Joseph in his shop and ran errands for 
His Mother. He must have liked to stop and talk with His young friends 
on the village streets and run out to play with them when His tasks 
were done, till sunset told Him it was time for supper. After the 
evening meal there were dishes to be dried and tools to be put away. 
Then perhaps the Three would gather around the table and while Mary 
went on with her spinning, and Joseph whittled little toys for Jesus 
and His playmates out of left-over pieces of wood, Jesus would tell 
them about heaven and the work He must do to bring souls there. 

On the Sabbath Day the Holy Family would go to the synagogue 
or meeting-house to listen while one of the learned men of the town ex- 
plained the Law of Moses and the Scriptures. Then they might walk 
out into the countryside to watch the harvesting, or admire the 
fields of wheat, the vineyards with their dark purple clusters of grapes 
and the beautiful wild flowers. As He watched the bees humming over 
these flowers or picked handfuls for His Mother and threw some grain 
to the small birds, Jesus must have been storing up in His mind the 
ideas and pictures He would use later when He taught the people. 


When Jesus was twelve years old, Mary and Joseph took Him up 
to Jerusalem to visit the splendid Temple there, shining and beautiful 
in the brilliant eastern sun. Although those near Him would have seen 
only a young Jewish Boy with the dark hair and eyes of His race, who 
knelt reverently to pray with His family, the angels knew that at that 
moment God the Father was receiving honor and adoration greater 
than any He had ever had from the very beginning of time, because it 
was being offered Him by His Divine Son. When the services were 
over, Jesus quietly left the Temple with His Mother and foster father, 
noticing as He went out a group of young boys being instructed in their 
religion by a few older men in one corner of the great building. 

It was the custom for Jewish people coming as pilgrims to Jeru- 
salem to travel in large groups or caravans — the women in one group. 
the men in another, while children could go with either parent. So it 
happened that the Blessed Mother started home with the women, be- 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 319 


lieving that Jesus was with St. Joseph, while St. Joseph thought the 
Child was with His Mother. It was only when the groups met for the 
evening meal after the first day’s journey that Mary and Joseph realized 
Jesus was not with them. The Christ Child was missing! With fear in 
their hearts they began searching among their friends and acquaint- 
ances; no one had seen Him. Leaving the caravan, they returned has- 
tily to Jerusalem, asking everyone they met if any trace of a tall, dark- 
eyed Boy, about twelve years old, had been seen. But the answer was 
always: “No.” Finally, on the third day of their search, Mary and 
Joseph came to the Temple, and there was Jesus, sitting in the midst 
of the teachers, listening to them and answering their questions! These 
learned men used to come to the Temple to discuss the prophecies con- 
cerning the promised Redeemer and to interpret the Law for the people. 
Young boys often came to them there to be instructed in their religion. 
Jesus had joined these boys and was sitting among them when the 
teachers had called on Him to answer some questions. How astonished 
they were at the wisdom of His answers! They continued to question 
Him, marveling at the knowledge this Child had of the things of God. 
The joy of Mary and Joseph at seeing Him was so great that they 
could hardly speak. His own happiness at being with them again shone 
in His eyes as they left the Temple together, and He consoled them for 
their sorrow by telling them He had been doing His Father’s business 
and winning souls for God. 


Back again in Nazareth, Jesus continued to live the same quiet life 
as before, and the Gospels tell us that He grew in wisdom and grace 
daily. It is this example that we should try to imitate: the simple ordi- 
nary virtues that Jesus practiced as a Boy in a small village. By His 
obedience He teaches us how to obey, for surely if a God can obey, 
then we, His children, can too. By His cheerfulness He teaches us to 
keep an even temper and a happy way of looking at things, for can we 
imagine Jesus being cross, or in a bad humor, or saying mean, angry 
words to others? By His work He teaches us to work and to make 
our work holy by doing it as well as we can, and patiently, even if it 
is hard for us and not what we want to do. By His humility He shows 
us that pride is the sin He most detests and that to think ourselves 
better than others is to be less His friend. The foolish things that often 
lead us to pride do not mean very much in His eyes — money, a fine 
home, good clothes, expensive toys; He had none of these. He chose 
instead to be born in a stable and to live among the poor, to show us 
that it is what we are, not what we have that matters to Him. Above 
all, by His love for His Heavenly Father, Jesus teaches us to love God 
and to pray to Him with the confidence of children, for He willed to 
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share everything with us, even His Father, so that when He prayed He 
did not say “My Father,” but “Our Father.” So, then, with our hands 
firmly held in those of Christ Jesus, our elder Brother, and our eyes 
fixed on Him, let us set out bravely to follow Him — all the way home 
to heaven. 

PRACTICE: Since February is the month of the Holy Family, 
say three Hail Marys every day, asking Jesus, Mary and Joseph to 
make your family a truly happy and holy one. 

ASPIRATION: Jesus, Mary and Joseph, bless our home. 


He Contest! 


EAR Little Lovers, we know you have been looking forward to 

another contest, so here is a chance to show your skill at drawing 
and also test your wits. Each word in the first column below can be 
matched with a phrase from the second column, as, for example, the 
word “chalice” would be matched with the words “sacred vessel of the 
altar.” After you have matched all twelve words, draw a picture of 
any one of the three saints mentioned. The picture may be drawn on 
any kind of paper in pencil, ink or color. There will be a prize for the 
best entry in the under 10 age-group and for the best in the over-10 
group. We would like to have all the entries by March 17, so we can 
publish the results in our May “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” Don’t 
forget to write your name, address, age, and the name of your school 
on your entry. 


COLUMN I COLUMN II 
Monstrance the 1st Glorious Mystery 
St. Anne a Carmelite nun who was named Patroness 


of the Missions 
place where Jesus died 


Chalice a golden box on the altar where the Sacred 
Hosts are kept. 


Prayer 


Calvary 
Saints speaking with God 
the Beloved Disciple 
Our Father friends of God 
St. John sacred vessel of the altar — 
mother of the Blessed Virgin 
Tabernacle 
Re a golden vessel in which the Sacred Host 
surrection is shown to the faithful 
Lent the prayer Our Lord taught His disciples 


St. Therese season of penance 
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Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 
Devotion to the Holy Spirit 

Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague 
The Holy Eucharist, Our All 

God with Us 

Eucharistic Miracles 

Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus 

My Daily Visit ; 

God_ Himself, Our Sacrifice 

My Daily Companion at Mass 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Novena of Holy Communions 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
The Way of the Cross 

From Olivet to Calvary 

Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Devotion to the Holy Face 

True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Enthronement and Night Adoration 

Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
Come, Let ‘Us Adore 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 

The Guard of Honor and the Holy. Hour 
From Earth to Heaven 

More Precious than Diamonds 

Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 





Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 

Rays of Catholic Truth 

Do. You Know the Church? 

How to Find the True Church 

Fountains of Salvation 

Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy 

Confession, Its Fruitful- Practice 

United in Christ (Matrimony) 

Through Death to Life (Extreme Unction) 

Sacramentals : 

Assist the Souls in Purgatory 

Devotion to Mary 

Under Mary's Mantle 

To Jesus through Mary 

Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 

Mary's Seven Sorrows 

The Rosary, My Treasure 

Our Lady of Fatima 

Heart of Our Mother and Queen 

The Mysteries of Mary 

"Neath St. Michael’s Shield 

Our Heavenly Companions 

Go to Joseph 

Devotions to St. Joseph 

St. Jude Thaddeus, Great Helper in Need & 
St. Rita, Advocate of the Impossible 

St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 


it CTO Cc 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetull Adoraiion 


Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Anthony, the Wonder-worker 
St. Nicholas de Flue . - 
Pius X, Pope of the Eucharist 
Good St. Anne 

St. Gertrude the Great 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

St. Philomena, Pray for Us 

Boy Heroes 

Rambling Roses 

Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? 
Magnificence of the Love of God 
The Goodness of Our Savior 
Conformity to the Will of God 
Pathways to Peace 

Words of Consolation for the Sick 
All Ye Who Mourn 


Miscellaneous 


Message of the Sacred Heart, 5¢ 

The Treasures of the Mass, 50¢ 

Heart-talks with the Man of Sorrows, 15¢ 

Gems from the Liturgy for Feasts of Our 
Lord (Part 1 & 11), each booklet 15¢ 

Daily Companion for Oblates, 15¢ 

Liturgical Novenas for Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, 20¢ 


Collection of 76 booklets, special price, $6.75. Single booklets, 10¢.- Miscellaneous as marked. Postage extra. 
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Prayer and Denance 
will Gave the (orld 
Our Lady told the Children of Fatima. 


Make [jent your (Deace PDrogram. 
aA 


By your prayers and sacrifices you make 





peace with God and bring peace to the 
world. The following booklets offer 
you a simple and fruitful way of draw- 


ing near our Suffering Savior. 





The Way of the Cross —— A devotional method of saying 
the Stations, with prayers in honor of the Passion and a beautiful 
illustration for each Station. 


From Olivet to Calvary A prayerful following of 
Christ in His Passion from the Agony in the Garden to the Cruci- 
fixion, including the seven last words and various prayers. 





Devotion to the Precious Blood — Learn more of this 
great and efficacious devotion to the Blood of Christ which saved 
us all. Its veneration is explained in this booklet, which includes 
the Proper of the Mass of the Precious Blood and many prayers. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows — Our Sorrowful 
Mother is also the Mother of Confidence, for devotion to her is 
considered as a mark of salvation. A prayer in honor of each of 
her sorrows is included. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace ——How to be friends 
with God? Prayer is the answer. Let this valuable little book- 
let which treats of the necessity, method and fruits of fervent 
prayer help you toward this friendship. 

Confession, Its Fruitful Practice -—— A really simple and 
practical help toward making a good confession. It contains much 
more than the usual meagre points given for the examination of 
conscience. Many like to carry it with them for use as needed. 

Each booklet 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











ih | 








